"Time

Edward Lambert

In Five Years







In Five Years’ Time

a chamber opera
by Edward Lambert

text adapted by the composer
from Asi que pasen cinco afios (1931)
by Federico Garcia Lorca






IN FIVE YEAR’S TIME

Lorca’s poetic drama of 1931 is in thrall to surrealism: his friends Salvator Dali and Luis Bufiuel had
collaborated in the making of Un Chien Andalou (1929) and Lorca was experimenting to see how
surrealism could translate into theatre. The play explores themes of frustrated love, personal identity,
decay and death; yet it does so in the manner of a fairy tale, clothed in fun and topsy-turviness. It
confuses the nature of time and reality and, in the process, examines the illusion of theatre. This
operatic version is a free translation and adaptation of Lorca's text.

Scene 1
In Belisa’s dressing room, the mannequin carrying her wedding dress is pining for it to be worn.

Overture

Scene 2

In his library, Federico, a writer, talks with Fernando, an old friend who, as a philosopher and
astronomer, represents the past. Federico explains he has put off his marriage to Belisa for five years.
Rosita, his secretary, appears briefly and seems to be upset.

Scene 3
A mortuary: a child explains to a dead cat what it was like to die.

Scene 4
In a forest, three players from a troupe sing and dance.

Scene 5
The bedchamber: Belisa has another lover and calls off the wedding to Federico; the mannequin is
distraught.

Scene 6

Back in Federico’s library, his friend Juan (present) boasts of his sexual conquests and gets increasingly
drunk. Another friend, Pedro (future), enters in a morbid mood. Rosita, angry now, announces her
intention to leave Federico’s employment while Fernando tries to watch a lunar eclipse.

Scene 7
In the mortuary, the cat tells of the cruelty that killed it.

Scene 8
In Venice, Rosita and the Countess' mask talk in a gondola. The mask once belonged to a famous
Italian opera singer...

Scene 9
The bedchamber: Federico comes to claim Belisa, his fiancée, but finds only the mannequin who tells
him to look to Rosita for a bride.

Scene 10
The theatre in the forest: encouraged by the players, Federico finds Rosita and pours out his feelings
for her. She decides to make him wait five years.

Scene 11
Danse Macabre: souls amd skeletons emerge from their graves. The dead child and the dead cat are
afraid of being buried.

Scene 12

Federico is in the library reading tarot cards; as he is confronted by an image of Death, the three friends
enter wearing Falangist badges and shoot him dead. The cat is taken away by a giant hand. Terrified,
the child soon meets the same fate.



Characters

SOPRANO 1 (S1)
Rosita, secretary to Federico and in love with him

SOPRANO 2 (S2)
Puppeteer 1 to a Mannequin, wearing a wedding dress
Puppeteer to a Dead Child

MEZZO-SOPRANO (S3)
Puppeteer 2 to a Mannequin, wearing a wedding dress
Puppeteer to a Dead Cat

CONTRALTO (A)
Belisa, betrothed at first to Federico
The Mask of an Italian Countess

COUNTERTENOR (CT)
Pedro, friend of Federico
Colombina, character in a troupe of players

TENOR (T)
Federico, a young writer and poet

BARITONE (B1)
Juan, friend of Federico
Arlecchino, character in a troupe

BASS (B2)
Fernando, elderly gentleman, friend of Federico
Pierrot, character in a troupe

The stage contains a theatre complete with curtains and a proscenium arch; that is, a second
stage (‘'upper’). A ladder connects the two stages.

The main stage represents Federico's library, a forest and Venice.
The upper stage represents Belisa's dressing room /bedchamber, a mortuary and a miniature
replica of the library.

Instruments

Clarinet in Bb, also bass clarinet in Bb

Horn in F

Percussion - marimba, 5 temple blocks, 3 low toms, triangle
Accordion

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Cello

Harp

The score is notated in C
Duration: 1 hour 15 minutes (plus optional interval)
edwardlambert.co.uk

© Text, translation and music Edward Lambert 2021
The composer's rights are asserted



Vocal Score

In Five Years' Time

Edward Lambert
adapted from a play by Federico Garcia Lorca

Scene 1: The dressing room

On the upper stage is a wardrobe containing the MANNEQUIN, veiled,
wearing a splendid white wedding dress with a long train.
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The main stage is a library. FEDERICO is sitting in blue pyjamas. FERNANDO wears an old-fashioned suit.
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FEDERICO
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ROSITA crosses the stage, crying.
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(with an eye to ROSITA)
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Clock strikes six.
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Scene 3: The Mortuary
The upper stage now reveals two coffins containing the DEAD CHILD and the DEAD CAT represented by puppets.
The DEAD CHILD is dressed in white, as if for his first communion, and he wears on his head a crown of white roses.
The DEAD CAT is blue and blood-stained.
During their scene, their puppeteers take them from the coffins and the CHILD leads the CAT by its paw.
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Scene 4: A forest

(House lights go up briefly, FEDERICO enters, dressed now, wearing a top hat and gloves)

FEDERICO (to the audience)

Ladies and gentlemen, please may I have your attention!

Imagine now, standing in the heart of a forest, you can hear the sound of running water,
the sound of a bird in flight, the step of a tiny insect, or even your own heart-beat...

COLOMBINA (off)
Hurry up! It's my entrance!

FEDERICO

All right! I'm just asking the audience to be kind...

Nowadays, poetry has disappeared from the stage: it's considered too shocking.
So, honoured people, I need to explain...

The music starts. FEDERICO leaves, exasperated
The main stage reveals a forest clearing bathed in moonlight.
Horns are heard. COLOMBINA & ARLECCHINO come from the trees and dance.
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Pantomime (demonstrating)
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Scene 5: The bedchamber

The upper stage represents a luxurious bedchamber. Painted clouds and angels cover the walls.
A large bed lavishly hung, the Mannequin wearing the wedding dress stands nearby.
Moonlight streams through the balcony windows.
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Scene 6: The library
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accent. It is night.
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Scene 9: The bedchamber
On the upper stage, as before, but stripped bare except for the MANNEQUIN which
remains in its wedding dress.
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FEDERICO enters and addresses the audience.

FEDERICO

Talking of which, dear people, death is the question of questions, is it not?
The world over, death is an ending:
when death comes, curtains are drawn.

But not here in Spain. In Spain, they're opened.
Death is a national spectacle...
But we're not fazed about being born

so why are we so obsessed about dying, I wonder?
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(suddenly coming forward)

The MASK suddenly appears alongside ROSITA. It's
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FEDERICO, now at the top of the ladder, turns swiftly around and runs
off. The MASK and ROSITA leave slowly together as the scene fades.
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Scene 12: The library & the mortuary
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She leaves as the clock strikes
Alone, FEDERICO deals himself a pack of tarot cards.
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DEAD CAT

The CHILD and CAT have become separated.
As FEDERICO places the last card on the table, a
giant hand appears and pulls the CAT away.
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PEDRO, JUAN & FERNANDO, masked and dressed in black,

In Five Years' Time

enter the library with pistols drawn and shoot in all directions.
FEDERICO clasps his hands to his heart.
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DEAD CHILD
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Cat, cat,

The CHILD, terrified, searches for the CAT...
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120 In Five Years' Time
PEDRO, JUAN & FERNANDO leave quickly as FEDERICO falls lifeless.
oo 1696 J quickly falls life
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Gone, ta-ken by the hand of God. Please, I want to stay a child! Wait,  while I pick these
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pe - tals... I'll come if you let me see the sun: just one ray, one ray of  sun - shine will do.
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FEDERICO appears before the curtain and addresses the audience

FEDERICO (spoken)

I realised they had murdered me.

They looked for me in cafés, cemeteries and churches...
but could they find me? No, they couldn't find me.
They never found me.









